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Extended Metaphor Essay

(50 points)


What is a hero?  You will compose a one to two page extended metaphor essay that compares a hero to an item with which close comparisons can be drawn.  Your comparison must be adequately developed and should include multiple sensory details.  Reference, whether direct or indirect, to the extended metaphor should occur throughout the entire essay.  

Your grade will be based on your ability to metaphorically describe a hero in your own words in an organized and articulate essay.  Mechanics, grammar, and spelling will factor into the outcome of your final grade, but the primary emphasis will be on the content and overall development of the paper.  The essay must be no less than one page and no more than two pages in length. 
Example of an Extended Metaphor Essay
A hero is a pair of sneakers.  The shoes you run in should never stop you from running that extra mile, from going the full distance.  If anything, they should keep you going further than you thought you could ever go.  Sometimes when you’re working towards a new record, you need a little boost of confidence to get started.  That is exactly what sneakers are for.
Almost no one owns a pair of running shoes without “soles.” Without a sole, it’s like a person is not wearing any shoes at all.  You also do not want shoes that untie quickly at the first sign of trouble.  When you are falling apart, it is vital that your shoes stay tied tightly, leaving the runner no choice but to keep going.

Unfortunately, sometimes sneakers simply wear out.  After a life of pressure and stress, they may deteriorate slowly or just break down, with nothing to show for their days of glory.  Life goes on; you find another pair of shoes, perhaps not exactly like your old pair, but with their own style.  If you get a little better, go a little faster, grow a little more with each pair, then you’re a completely different athlete when you cross the finish line.  Your shoes are with you through everything, wins and losses, injuries and celebrations.  They are often taken for granted, but imagine trying to run without them!     
